
FRIENDS OF 
PATAGONIA LIBRARY

346 Duquesne Ave. Patagonia, AZ 85624 - 520-394-2010 - www.patagoniapubliclibrary.org

Our Patagonia Library

As we reflect on this past year, I am
reminded of how fortunate we are to have
a library at the center of our community.
The Patagonia Library is more than
shelves of books—it’s a gathering place, a
resource hub, and a spark for lifelong
learning. None of this would be possible
without the steadfast support of our
donors.

This is my first term as President of the
Friends of the Library, and I am both
honored and excited to be trusted with this
important role. I look forward to working
alongside so many supporters of the
Patagonia Library, and I hope to earn your
continued support as we move ahead
together.
 

Your contributions make a real difference.
Over the last year those donations paid for
on-the-shelf and online products, such as
books, magazines, audio books, and even
movies, and supported many author events
and other events that brought scores of
residents to the library. Together, we are
ensuring our library remains a vibrant
cornerstone of community life.
 
 With gratitude, 
 Kara Haas

Every month, a new spice or herb is chosen
and samples are offered for patrons to take and
try during the month before the discussion.

So far, we've discussed cumin, turmeric, and
oregano, and the upcoming discussion is about
the autumnal spices of cinnamon, ginger,
nutmeg, and cloves that are frequently used in
combination. We share the history and uses of
each spice and participants share ways their
families have used those spices.

At first, meetings addressed medicinal qualities
of each spice. When our audience requested
culinary uses be added, September's meeting
was almost two hours of lively participation
capped with a sampling of some of the dishes
you could make with oregano. One participant
who didn't like butternut squash reluctantly
tried some, and came back for more.  Now, we
often hear patrons sharing their experiences
with spice and new recipes.
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Stars, Authors, and Local History
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by Deb Robinson and Marilyn Miller

by Kara Hart

Reading to young children is one of the best ways to
support their growth and learning. Early exposure to
books builds vocabulary, sparks imagination, and
strengthens listening skills, all of which are essential for
school readiness. 
 

The Patagonia Library plays a vital role in making reading
accessible. Reading with Mrs. Deb and other library
programs provide our families with free opportunities to
explore books together. The reading programs often
incorporate music, play, and interactive activities that
make reading a fun activity while teaching critical pre-
reading skills. Beyond fostering literacy, these reading
events create welcoming spaces where families connect
with resources and community. 

Children and their parents are filling the Children’s Room
every day, and going home with stacks of books to read at
home.

A bathtub full of stuffed toys,
a stack of pillows, two soft
chairs, and lots and lots of
books create a welcoming
home for young readers. 

In addition to the weekly children’s programs, for
adults we’ve averaged two free library programs a
month plus a six-week astronomy course.  Starting
in March, Ken Graun led a short lecture and
discussion. He brought several of his own
telescopes and showed everyone how star-gazing
equipment worked and gave advice on purchasing
beginner equipment.

Author presentations have been a hit for the past
three years. This year’s author events included
local authors.  Paul Hudson discussed his writings
on body, mind, and spirit issues.  Jane and Carl
Bock discussed their mystery series set in Sonoita,
AZ, and Phil Caputo, who’s written both fiction
and nonfiction about people affected by borders
and their disputes, led an over-capacity Q&A
session about his books.

This year, we’ve continued our talks
on local history. One big hit was
“Living Treasures,” a lively interview
with five local residents who shared
episodes of when they were children
and young adults in the 1950s. Other
history talks were arranged by the
Patagonia Museum, two of which
were about the Buffalo Soldiers and
Father Kino.

The Joy of Reading Starts Here
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Fall Festival Book Sale
by Kristin Gudenkauf

Again this year, the cost to keep our
library going is $150,000. The Town
of Patagonia provides two-thirds of
the funding. The town money and a
small contribution from Santa Cruz
County pay for staff salaries, utilities,
and building upkeep. 

Library Funding 
by Steve Finch

The Friends of the Library pays for the books, DVDs, computers, software, and programs
that fill the library for public use. Most of that comes from your donations to the Friends
with an additional amount raised by the Friends through book sales and events like our
annual Trivia Night.

The Friends of Patagonia
Library held a successful book
sale during the Patagonia Fall
Festival October 11–12. The
temperature was pleasant and
the the occasional sprinkles
didn’t turn into rain until the
end of Sunday. With help from
about 30 dedicated volunteers
- comprised of Friends board
members, community helpers,
and local kids - the event came
together across two locations:
the town park and Cady Hall
next to the library. 

Paperbacks sold for $2 and hardcovers for $4, drawing  a
steady stream of book lovers despite on-and-off sprinkles.
Volunteers worked tirelessly to keep books organized,
often discovering treasures for themselves along the way.
I personally left with two bags of children’s books for
Christmas gifts (because when are books not a great gift?).
Despite the rain, it was a big win for the Friends, the
Patagonia Library, and everyone who still loves the magic
of a good printed book.

Save the Date:

Trivia Night: 
Saturday, February 7.
Doors open at 6:00

p.m. 

Tickets will go on sale
in the Library January

9 at 10:00 a.m.



Alison and Wade Bunting,
Bunting Family Trust
Andrew Gould
Anita Clovesko-Wharton
Anne and Jeffrey Quirin
Anne Townsend and Robert
Brandt
Barbara Ellis
Bartol Family Partnership
Bea and German Quiroga
Bev Moon
Bruce Tannehill and Gail
Cleveland
Cecie and Paul Dry
Charlene Saltz
Clare Bonelli and Michael
Sweedo
Cynie Murray
Cynthia and Ron Morriss
David Carley
Deborah Allen
Deborah and Ronald
Robinson
Deborah Klosterman and
Jerry Field
Deborah and John Sindland
Denise Van Artsdale
Diane and Richard Collins
Diane and Ron Olson
Donna Edmonds
Elise and Robert Misiorowski
Elsie Missen
Faith Coburn and James
Staudacher
Gayle and Robert Bergier
Gwen Enright Estate

 In memory of: 

Violet Allen
David Ellis

Leslie Schupp

Thank you to our generous donors and program sponsors:

Local Businesses, 
Churches, and Groups: 

Fly’s Gift Shop
High Spirits Flutes

June's Tax Accounting
Patagonia Community 

Methodist Church
Patagonia Market

Patagonia Trading Post
Red Mountain Foods

To anyone we inadvertently
missed, thank you!

Ginny and Jim Cosbey
Gisa Krueger
Helen Chester
Jack and Carolyn Walsh
Jacqueline Treinen
Jan Herron and Gama Leyva
Jane Hamlin
Jane Leonard
John Cook
Janet Palmer
Jaye and Donald Irving
Jean Miller
Jerri Sober
Jill and Alex Johnson
Jill and Tom Sixbey
Jimmy Olmstead
John H. Kendall
Joseph Ciofalo
Journee and Kenny Hayes
Juana and Donald Hawkins
Judy and Peter West
Kate and David Peake
Kathryn Schrag and Martin
Levowitz
Kay and Ron Pitt
Kayla Miller
Kristin and Aaron Gudenkauf
Lada and David Hardwick
Leslie and Robert Vandevoort
Linda Shore
Linda and Douglas Evans
Linda and Joe Kozlowski
Lori Stelzer
Louise and James Schatz
Louvenious and Richard
Apperson
Lynda LePoidevin
Lynn Davison
Marilyn and Alvino Majalca
Marilyn Miller and Steven
Finch
Mark Berg
Marsha J. Mills
Mary and Chris Strohm
Maryanne Macy and Gregg
Chance
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The Friends of Patagonia Library
changed our Post Office box.

Friends of the Patagonia Library
PO Box 771

Patagonia, AZ 85624-0771

Marynell and James Spicer
Molly Anderson and W. Morris Farr
Nancy and John Hughes
Nancy Coyote
Nancy McCoy
Penny and Robert Cabot
Phyllis and Richard Klosterman
Robert Hyland and Karen Shea
Ruth Ann Lefebvre
Ruth Garcia
Samantha Carlson
Sherry Munther
Susan Wethingon and Lee Rogers
Suzannah Herron
Thomas Arny
Thomas Green
Toni Dorfman and John Gaddis
Valerie Neale
Yaritza Cortez


